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SYNOPSIS
A Dog’s Life addresses the theme of homelessness through the 
emotional bond that exists between homeless people and their dogs. 
At a street corner, in a squat or a rooming house, the film shows how 
homeless people struggle to find stability with the help of their faithful 
companion. Without judgment, the film explores the advantages  
and disadvantages of having a dog when you have no roof over your 
head. Shot in Montreal and Toronto, the film portrays a universal 
reality for thousands of men and women facing homelessness in major 
american cities.



page 3

A Dog’s Life / Press Kit

DIRECTOR’S VISION
Homelessness is rampant in every major city all over the world, but we 
have become immune to it.  My goal is not to trivialize a subject that 
has been visited many times before, but simply to investigate this crisis 
from a fresh point of view. To expose not only the drawbacks, but more 
importantly the benefits that a dog can bring to the lives of those who 
have been pushed to the edge and forgotten.  In my previous films 
Avenue Zero and Emilie’s Daughters, I have explored homelessness in an 
indirect way.  With A Dog’s Life, I tackle the subject head on. 
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THEMATIC 
INSPIRATION
I witnessed an event which is actually quite commonplace in our 
daily lives, yet it broke my heart and eventually crystallized into 
A Dog’s Life. The street is hard on both the people and the animals 
that inhabit it. At first it was the barking of a dog that caught my 
attention that morning when, behind a bush, I saw a young homeless 
man was lying unconscious in the middle of a grassy lawn of a low-cost 
housing project. The German Shepherd was barking furiously to try to 
revive his master, but to no avail. Ethylic coma, overdose, we’ll never 
know. While the young man was taken to hospital, his companion was 
brought to a shelter. I knew full well that if the animal was deemed 
too old or suffering from an illness requiring expensive care, it was 
likely to be euthanized. For days, I thought about the young man and 
his dog. What meaning would his life have if he did not find his pet, 
watching over one another, when he returned in the street? An even 
more troubling question was, for whom did I have more compassion, 
the dog or the man?
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Film Credits
AN EMAFILMS PRODUCTION
(C) 2015 - CANADA

Produced by Anne-Marie Gélinas
Associate Producer Benoit Beaulieu

Written and directed by Hélène Choquette
With Dan B. and Tamara 

Joe Dog, Messy and Buck 
Denis and Charlie Brown 
Steve, Geneviève, Monster and Popeye 
Sandy and  Moxy 
Thomas, Berry and Polar 
Edison, Sarah, Wendyo and Baileys 
Sophie and Blink

Editor Dominic Lessard
Original music Anthony Rozankovic

Images (Montreal) Joël Provencher 
Richard Duquette 
Hélène Choquette

Images ( Toronto ) Matt Gallagher
Sound recordists (Montréal) Olivier Léger 

Mélanie Gauthier 
André Boisvert

Sound recordists (Toronto) Chris Miller 
Brian Horrel

Produced with the financial 
participation of  

Canada Media Fund 
Film and Television Tax Credit gestion SODEC 
SODEC 
Canadian Film or Video Production Tax Credit
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BIOGRAPHIES
Hélène Choquette

Contact 

Anne-Marie Gélinas / 
EMAfilms

Documentary filmmaker Hélène Choquette 
has won multiple awards at home and 
internationally. She casts an unflinching 
yet empathetic gaze on people whose 
voices would otherwise remain silent, and 
consistently takes a grassroots approach to 
researching and writing her projects. Her 
films have focused on people and crucial 
issues ranging from foreign caregivers 
(A Better Life, 2005) to environmental 
refugees (The Refugees of The Blue Planet, 
2006), the Chernobyl disaster victims 
(Children of Chernobyl, 2006), human 
trafficking in Canada (Avenue Zero, 2009), 
Burmese boys exploited in a Thai boxing 
camp (Fists of Pride, 2012) and family 
struggles of women prisoners (Unité 9 le 
documentaire, 2015). About her latest 
projects, Unité 9 le documentaire has won 
the Public Award Prize at the Web Program 
Festival in Paris and her documentary Little 
Big Girls was nominated at the Banff World 
Media Festival in 2015.

EMAfilms Inc.
Anne-Marie Gélinas
info@emafilms.com

Filmoption International
Lizanne Rouillard
lizanne@filmoption.com

EMAfilms focuses stories that are both 
inspiring and entertaining with the potential 
for international appeal. Anne-Marie 
Gélinas and Benoit Beaulieu combine their 
diverse and complementary experiences to 
their projects. The producer-partner team 
works with innovative and ambitious talent 
from around the world. EMA has produced 
such titles as: A Bottle In The Sea Of Gaza, 
Mars & Avril and A Dog’s Life. In 2015 
EMA released Turbo Kid, which premiered 
at Sundance, won the Audience Prize at 
SXSW, and has played all over the World.


